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National Reefer Rate per Mile  (Last Week per DAT)                            Trend 

 Market  Overview  
Widespread “demand exceeds supply” conditions 

across key categories. Weather (rain + prior freezes) 

and regional transitions are the main drivers. Freight 

delays and quality variability continue to impact fill 

rates. Ongoing quality issues affecting usable volume 

Continued need for flexibility on specs, sizing, and 

substitutions 



 

Tomatoes       
 
Florida 
Significant supply restrictions have been caused by freeze damage that oc-

curred earlier in the season, and Florida continues to be the location with the most se-

vere constraints. Production is currently at its lowest point, with large prorates and 

widespread quality concerns, including sizing variations and irregular packouts. These 

issues have caused the production to reach its lowest point. Due to the fact that there is 

not enough supply to satisfy the demand, Florida is the primary driver of increased pric-

es across the nation.  

 

Mexico (Mainland & Baja) 
The country of Mexico is currently in a period of transition, and the overall volume is 

being limited by production disparities across growing regions. The supply, 

notably for rounds and romas, is below typical levels, despite the fact that 

crossings are still open to this day. The Baja region is starting to ramp up, but 

significant volume increases are not anticipated until the latter half of April or 

the beginning of May. As a result of maturation and weather-related difficul-

ties, quality continues to be uneven. Sections of California and the Desert The western 

desert regions are not yet contributing a large amount, but it is anticipated that they 

will provide relief when production increases. The market is currently waiting for these 

locations to stabilize their supply despite the fact that the current availability is modest. 

Once it is operational, California is anticipated to contribute to the normalization of pric-

ing and availability.  

 

Overall Market Outlook 
The tomato market is currently suffering a supply crunch that is typical of the industry 

and is caused by overlapping regional shortages. The combination of weather-related 

disruptions in Florida, transitional gaps in Mexico, and delayed output in the western 

region has resulted in a constrained supply across all goods and services categories. De-

spite the fact that sizing and packouts continue to limit useful volume, quality continues 

to be uneven. In spite of the fact that a modest recovery is forecast at the end of April 

and the beginning of May, the conditions in the near future will continue to be restrict-

ed, notably for rounds and romas.  
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Apples                                       
The apple market remains rela-

tively balanced, though underly-

ing structural tightness persists in 

smaller size categories. Industry-wide grow-

ing conditions—particularly heat stress dur-

ing the prior season—have shifted sizing to-

ward medium and large fruit, leaving 

125/138 counts extremely limited. Washing-

ton’s reduced Gala output further com-

pounds supply constraints, particularly on 

smaller retail-driven packs. Demand is sea-

sonally softening as schools move toward 

summer recess, helping stabilize pricing de-

spite constrained inventories. Retail bag pro-

grams continue to absorb smaller fruit, leav-

ing premium sizes tight across core varieties 

such as Honeycrisp, Gala, and Pink Lady. Mar-

kets are expected to remain firm, with substi-

tution strategies recommended where size 

specifications cannot be met.  
 

Bananas 
Banana supply remains adequate 

in the near term but is trending 

toward tighter global availability due to ele-

vated demand and production challenges in 

key tropical growing regions. Disease pres-

sure, declining yields, and rising input costs 

are contributing to structural tightening in 

supply chains. While current quality remains 

strong and consistent, market participants 

are advised to maintain disciplined procure-

ment strategies and steady ordering patterns 

to avoid disruptions. Longer-term outlook 

suggests continued volatility as global pro-

duction struggles to keep pace with con-

sumption growth.  

 

Blackberries 
Blackberry production is transi-

tioning out of peak cycles in Cen-

tral Mexico, resulting in tightening supply 

conditions. Elevated temperatures have in-

troduced plant stress, reducing premium-

grade output and contributing to softer over-

all quality profiles. While total volumes re-

main manageable, the proportion of high-

grade fruit has declined, creating selective 

tightness in premium packs. Relief is not ex-

pected until early May when new regional 

production begins to supplement supply.  

 

Blueberries 
Blueberry markets are currently in a 

transitional phase, characterized by uneven 

supply and regional misalignment. Mexican 

production remains limited due to plant fa-

tigue, while Florida volumes are constrained 

by prior freeze events. California and Pacific 

Northwest regions are beginning seasonal 

ramp-up, though meaningful volume increas-

es are not expected until May. Pricing re-

mains elevated due to tight supply, though 

downward pressure is anticipated as domes-

tic production strengthens.  

 

Fruits 
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Raspberries 
Raspberry availability remains con-

strained as Mexico transitions 

through a low production cycle driven by field 

fatigue and environmental stress. While quali-

ty remains generally acceptable, supply is in-

sufficient to meet demand, resulting in ele-

vated market conditions. Incremental im-

provement is expected toward late April and 

early May as Baja and other regions begin to 

contribute additional volume.  

 

Strawberries 
Strawberry markets are highly 

sensitive to recent weather dis-

ruptions, particularly rainfall across California 

growing regions. Harvest delays and field ac-

cess issues are reducing fill rates and increas-

ing the likelihood of order cuts in the near 

term. While baseline supply remains steady, 

quality variability—particularly related to 

moisture damage—continues to challenge 

consistency. Short-term production dips are 

expected, with recovery dependent on drying 

conditions and field stabilization  

 

Grapefruit 
Grapefruit supply is 

generally stable, with California 

Star Ruby varieties dominating current availa-

bility and peaking on larger size profiles. Tex-

as production is tapering, contributing to 

tighter supply conditions in certain markets. 

Overall demand remains steady, with quality 

reported as good; however, limited regional 

diversity may create localized supply con-

straints. 

Lemons 

Lemon markets are characterized by 

pronounced size imbalances, with 

larger fruit dominating supply and smaller 

sizes commanding premium pricing. Califor-

nia’s District 2 is the primary growing region, 

supported by District 1, though quality varia-

bility persists due to coastal conditions and 

extended hang time. Markets remain firm, 

with no significant improvement in size distri-

bution expected until new crop arrivals later 

in the season.  

 

Limes 

Limes Lime markets remain extremely 

volatile due to reduced Mexican production, 

weather-related harvest delays, and ongoing 

logistics constraints. Supply is heavily skewed 

toward smaller sizes, leaving larger counts in 

critically short supply. Quality inconsistencies 

and strong demand continue to drive elevat-

ed pricing, with limited relief expected before 

mid-May.  

 

Oranges 

Orange supply remains adequate 

overall; however, significant size 

skew toward larger fruit continues to create 

shortages in small and mid-size categories. 

California Navels dominate the market, with 

the transition to Valencia varieties underway. 

Quality remains generally good, though ad-

vancing maturity raises shelf-life concerns. 

Substitution flexibility will be essential for 

maintaining program continuity.  
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Grapes 
Grape markets are transi-

tioning between offshore and domestic sea-

sons, resulting in tightening supply—

particularly for green varieties. Red grapes 

remain more stable, though availability is ex-

pected to tighten as South American imports 

wind down. Mexican production is anticipat-

ed to begin shortly, though minimal overlap 

will likely sustain short-term supply pressure 

and upward pricing trends.  

  

Cantaloupe 

Cantaloupe supply remains limited 

due to ongoing retail promotions 

and transitional production gaps. Offshore 

and Mexican supplies are currently support-

ing the market, with domestic production 

expected to begin in May. Pricing has stabi-

lized slightly, though supply constraints per-

sist in the near term.  

 

Honeydew 
Honeydew markets are similarly 

constrained, with supply in-

creases from Mexico insufficient to fully 

meet demand. As a result, pricing remains 

elevated and availability is inconsistent. Mar-

ket conditions are expected to remain tight 

through the transition period.  

 

Mango 
Mango supply remains steady, 

with Mexico serving as the prima-

ry supplier. Seasonal conditions are favora-

ble, and supply is generally sufficient to meet 

demand. Markets are stable, though regional 

weather patterns may introduce short-term 

variability.  

 

Pineapple 

Pineapple markets are tight, particularly 

for larger size fruit, as strong demand con-

tinues to outpace supply. Contract commit-

ments are prioritized, limiting spot availabil-

ity. Elevated pricing is expected to persist 

through April, with continued supply pres-

sure into Q2.  

 

Stonefruit 
Stonefruit supply remains limited 

as the market awaits the transition 

into domestic production. Early season vol-

umes are minimal, and demand is building in 

anticipation of new crop availability. Markets 

are expected to strengthen as California pro-

duction ramps up.  

 

Watermelon  
Watermelon supply is transitioning, 

with early-season domestic produc-

tion beginning to supplement imports. Avail-

ability is improving gradually, though pricing 

remains influenced by regional supply gaps.  
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Asparagus                                          
Asparagus markets remain ex-

tremely tight due to declining Mexican pro-

duction and delayed ramp-up in Baja and do-

mestic regions. Peru continues to supple-

ment supply but is constrained by freight 

costs and demand pressures. Market condi-

tions are expected to remain elevated until 

mid-year alignment of growing regions. 

 

Avocados    

Avocado supply is steady with 

good quality, supported by strong Mexican 

harvest volumes. Sizing is currently peaking 

on mid-range counts, with excellent eating 

quality reported. Markets remain stable, 

though promotional demand may tighten 

select sizes.  

 

Bell Peppers                                      
Bell pepper markets are in a se-

vere supply deficit, driven by freeze damage 

in Florida and limited Mexican production. 

Quality challenges and transitional gaps have 

further constrained availability. Relief is not 

expected until western desert regions begin 

contributing volume.  

 

Broccoli                                                
Broccoli supply is extremely lim-

ited due to weather-related yield 

reductions and regional transitions. Demand 

remains strong, driving elevated pricing with 

no immediate relief expected.  

 

Brussel Sprouts                                 
Brussel sprout supply is tightening, 

with markets trending upward as demand 

increases. Availability remains adequate but 

is expected to become more constrained in 

the near term.  

 

Cabbage 
Cabbage markets are tightening 

moderately due to transitional sup-

ply conditions and weather impacts. While 

still available, pricing is beginning to firm as 

supply tightens.  
 

Carrots                                                     
Carrot supply is im-

proving gradually as production transitions to 

California growing regions. While sizing chal-

lenges persist, overall availability is expected 

to improve in the coming weeks as harvest 

conditions stabilize.  

 

Cauliflower                                        
Cauliflower supply is extremely tight 

due to lower yields and seasonal transitions. 

Markets remain elevated with continued up-

ward pricing pressure expected.  
 

 

 

Vegetables 
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Celery                                                            
Celery markets remain strong, with de-

mand exceeding limited supply following re-

gional transitions. Elevated pricing and tight 

availability are expected to persist until pro-

duction improves.  
 

Cucumber                                                                                          
Cucumber supply is mixed, with im-

proving production in Mexico and Florida but 

still below peak levels. Eastern markets re-

main particularly tight due to reliance on im-

ports and quality issues.  
 

Eggplant                                                    
Eggplant supply remains limited 

due to reduced domestic produc-

tion and transitional gaps. Mexican supply is 

supporting the market, though overall availa-

bility remains constrained with elevated pric-

ing.  
 

Garlic 
Garlic supply is steady with good qual-

ity, supported by both domestic California 

production and imports from Mexico. Mar-

kets remain stable with no significant disrup-

tions expected. 
 

Green Onions 
Green onion supply is stable with consistent 

availability and good quality. Market condi-

tions are expected to remain steady in the 

near term.  
 

Green Beans                                          
Green bean supply is limited due 

to production gaps and transitional growing 

regions. Markets remain elevated with incon-

sistent availability.  

 

Kale 
Kale supply is stable with good quali-

ty and consistent availability. Market condi-

tions are steady with no significant volatility 

expected.  
 

Lettuce—Iceberg                                                                                  
Supplies continue to fall short of the 

budget. A gap has been created as a result of 

the fact that fields have been 10 to 15 days 

ahead of their scheduled slots. The climate 

has been beneficial, but there is a possibility 

that rain will be a hindrance to harvesting at 

the beginning of this week.  Overall, the quali-

ty is still satisfactory. Although there are 

some cosmetic concerns, the crews are now 

working on fixing them in the field. While I am 

peeling a few additional cap leaves, the 

weights are still satisfactory. Price levels are 

exceedingly high due to the market's high lev-

el of activity.  
 

Lettuce—Leaf                                         
All of the cartons and hearts have been 

updated to reflect the Salinas season, 

which features weights that are lighter than 

usual and smaller heads on the carton 24s. A 

very minor cupping might be seen on the 

hearts. Because of the warmer weather, 

there is a possibility that there will be quality 

difficulties, such as fringe burn, bending, and 

increased pest pressure. It is anticipated that 

rain will fall in the Salinas Valley during the 

beginning of the next week. A decrease in 
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supply is anticipated during the next few 

weeks, despite the fact that demand is high.  

 

Lettuce—Tender Leaf                                       
Tender leaf varieties remain available 

but are experiencing tightening condi-

tions due to increased demand and 

weather disruptions. Quality is generally sta-

ble, though supply variability is expected. 

 

Onions      
Onion supply is transitioning, with 

Texas limited due to rain and California 

emerging as the primary supplier. Markets 

remain tight as supply rebuilds.  

 

Chili Peppers                                     
Chili pepper supply is highly incon-

sistent across varieties, with several items in 

extremely tight supply due to regional transi-

tions and weather impacts. Markets remain 

volatile.  

 

 Potatoes  

Potato supply remains stable overall, 

though logistical challenges and freight 

pressures may impact availability in certain 

regions. Markets are steady with consistent 

demand.  

 

 

Squash-Yellow & Zucchini    
Squash markets have tightened rapidly as de-

mand outpaces supply. Availability remains 

present but constrained, resulting in upward 

pricing pressure and potential supply gaps.  



 

DiMare Fresh Locations 

Dallas/Fort Worth 
4629 Diplomacy Rd 
Fort Worth, TX 76155 
Tel. 817-608-0010 

Houston 
9221 Park South View 
Houston, TX 77051 
Tel. 713-688-0278 

Scranton 
301 Genet Street 
Scranton, PA 18505 
Tel. 570-342-3121 

Tampa 
8150 Eagle Palm Drive 
Riverview, FL 33578 
Tel. 813-671-8200 
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Flowers—Every Day Program 
• Fixed pricing programs 

• Various price points focused on shopper demographics   

• Customization capabilities  


