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Tomatoes

East Coast

This week, the production of roma tomatoes in Florida is observed to be at

moderate levels, with a significant concentration of harvests occurring in South Florida.
Growers have completed their work in Labelle and are now fully engaged in roma pro-
duction in Naples. The dimensions of the fruit predominantly fall within the larger range
(L-2X), albeit with a slight reduction compared to the previous week. The quality within
the industry has demonstrated notable improvement and is presently at a commendable
level. In the coming weeks, a reduction in overall production is anticipated due to a de-
crease in operational acreage as the Palmetto/Ruskin phase comes to a conclusion.
Round tomatoes are abundantly accessible in Florida, with the majority of cultivators en-
gaged in crown picks and anticipating a vyield of well-sized fruit this week. There is an
abundance of smaller fruit available, as numerous growers have completed later har-
vests over the past week. The quality has consistently demonstrated excellence. Given
the ongoing favorable weather conditions, it is anticipated that production will maintain
a consistent level in the upcoming weeks. Grape tomatoes are abundant in Florida. Pro-
duction persists at consistent and robust levels, with growers engaged in harvesting
from various plantings. The overall quality remains satisfactory; however, there has been
a noticeable lightening of color in the past week. Warmer weather appears poised to en-

hance vibrancy and alleviate any of these issues.
N

Mexico
The volumes of Roma in Mexico demonstrate a robust and consistent perfor-
mance. The sizing is more substantial for larger fruit, and the quality is satis-
factory. Central and East Mexico are also making a moderate contribution of fruit to the
overall effort. We anticipate that supply conditions in Mexico will remain consistent over
the next 3 to 4 weeks, assuming there are no significant weather disruptions. The prima-
ry production area for round tomatoes in West Mexico encompasses Culiacan, Guasave,
and LaCruz, although there is also a modest volume produced in Central and East Mexi-
co. The volumes and quality are commendable, with sizing increasingly leaning towards
the larger end of the spectrum. The supply of grape tomatoes in Mexico remains robust,
with a significant portion of the fruit sourced from the Culiacan region. Currently, there
remain some light supplies in both Central/East Mexico and Baja. However, we antici-
pate observing the developments in the La Paz fields in Baja over the upcoming weeks.
There have been no reported quality issues. Mexico maintains a robust supply of TOVs
characterized by high quality. The pace of movement has been gradual; therefore, we
are closely monitoring the condition of the inventoried product.
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The apple market exhibits a lvi
consistent trend, with the Hon-

eycrisp variety standing out as an anomaly—
experiencing a decline of roughly 38% com-
pared to the previous year and anticipated to
face additional price hikes. The crop in Wash-
ington is exhibiting a trend towards larger siz-
es, resulting in a reduction of the availability
of smaller foodservice apples, especially Gran-
ny Smith and Fuji varieties.

Bananas

There is more demand than sup-
plies. With the rains in South and

NS

Central America has delay supplies. There is a
shortage in plantains, not enough supplies for
the demand.

Berries—Blackberries Alert

Supplies continue to be con-
strained from Central Mexico, in-
fluenced by low temperatures and
the recent Mexican National holi-
day on Monday, which hindered production at
the beginning of the week. Nonetheless, an
increase in volumes is anticipated later this

week.

Berries—Blueberrics
Product is consistently being delivered from

Chile and Central Mexico, while Baja, Mexico
has commenced light harvesting, facilitating

transit through Otay Mesa and San Diego. As
the Peruvian season approaches its conclu-
sion, there is a noticeable strengthening in the
markets. Nevertheless, an improvement in
production is anticipated from Mexico in the
forthcoming weeks as temperatures progres-
sively increase in crucial agricultural areas.

Berries—Raspberries Alert

The production levels are cur-
rently constrained by low tem-
peratures in the cultivation areas,

resulting in a scenario where de-
mand surpasses supply.

Berries—Sirawberries

Strawberry production is on a

Alert

path of recovery following the

challenges posed by cool tem-
peratures and adverse weath-
er conditions in California and Baja, MX. Addi-
tionally, Central Mexico has experienced the
effects of these cooler conditions as well.
Nonetheless, enhancements are anticipated
by the conclusion of the week as the reper-
cussions of the recent Mexican holiday and
temporary labor shortages resulting from pro-
tests diminish. Florida is experiencing a gradu-
al increase in temperatures; however, it is fac-
ing challenges in meeting the substantial de-
mand associated with Valentine’s Day. It is
anticipated that availability will enhance in
the upcoming week as the demand begins to
subside.
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Star Rubies can be found, with the

largest specimens reaching up to 56 carats
and smaller sizes also available. are currently
being transported from both Riverside and
the San Joaquin Valley.

Citrus - emons )
The markets exhibit a consistent ,
stability across all sectors. District

3, encompassing the California Desert and
Arizona, is the performance is currently satis-
factory and is expected to persist through
February. In the interim, District 1 The San
Joaquin Valley has commenced with a modest
beginning but is anticipated to escalate in
the upcoming weeks.

Citrus—Limes

Market volatility is anticipated to }‘
continue into February, with forth-

coming

harvests yielding smaller limes and a notable
reduction in the quantity of larger-
sized Limes.

&Irus~—0mnge€r

The peak sizes currently stand at £ »r \§~
138ct and 113ct, yet there is a no-

ticeable trend towards larger dimensions. The
prices for smaller oranges are experiencing an
upward trend, and as the season advances,
we anticipate a transition in peak sizing to
113ct/88ct. The current Brix levels are at
Thirteen range.

— B nd

The market for imported

grapes is undergoing adjustments in response
to diminished retail demand, which has arisen
from apprehensions regarding a possible port
strike. The observed decrease in demand has
resulted in a reduction in spot market prices.
Consequently, shippers are concentrating on
restoring momentum and anticipate a signifi-
cant rise in volume during February.

Melons: - Cantaloupe Alert

The current market for offshore

melons continues to reflect a sce- T
nario where demand surpasses sup-

ply. Although there is an enhancement in
yields, the availability continues to be con-
strained. Delays at ports persist, significantly
impacting the timeliness of fruit arrivals and
resulting in an unpredictable market availabil-
ity. Prolonged exposure to water may lead to
the emergence of quality-related concerns.
Triggered pricing continues to be implement-
ed, although there are indications that it is
beginning to relax. Furthermore, the availabil-
ity of Mexican cantaloupes originating from
Nogales is notably restricted.

Melons- - %nga/cw- Alert

The Honeydew market is starting

to stabilize as the supply of fruit (%2/ i
increases. The rise in production > W
from Mexico and Honduras is contributing to

an enhancement in supply levels.
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Wielons — Wetermelon @

The demand continues to be sub-

dued; however, there has been an enhance-
ment in crossings, which contributes to the
stabilization of the market and Florida re-
gions. Demand remains light, but crossings
have improved, helping to stabilize the mar-
ket.

Alert

The supply of pears continues to be )
constrained and is anticipated to main-

Fears

tain this status until mid-July, coincid-

ing with the arrival of California's new crop of
Bartletts. The agricultural yield in Washington
has experienced a decline ranging from 25%
to 50%, contingent upon specific locations
and varieties of crops. The Bartlett variety is
approaching the conclusion of its season,
with expectations of completion by February.
In contrast, the Bosc variety has encountered
a notable reduction in volume, leading to a
situation where demand will surpass supply
until the arrival of the new crop. The Anjou
variety currently dominates the market and is
anticipated to experience an increase in pric-
es as the year advances.

Fineapple
The market for pineapples is pres-

ently witnessing a significant de-
mand for Costa Rican varieties, with

contracted business continuing to be

a primary focus. There is a growing emphasis
among suppliers on the importance of secur-
ing contracts for the year 2025. As a result of

diminished vyields attributed to increased
rainfall, the availability of pineapples is antici-
pated to be restricted until mid-April. Crown-
less pineapples continue to be a significant
area of interest; however, their availability
has become increasingly challenging.

Stone Frudt

The arrival of imported peaches,

plums, and nectarines is now being
observed on both coasts, with expectations
for volume to enhance as we progress into
February. Domestic Asian pears are nearing
the end of their season; however, we can an-
ticipate the arrival of imported Asian pears in
approximately ten days. The domestic kiwi
market is experiencing a robust shipping vol-
ume, and the overall market conditions have
reached a state of stability at the present lev-
el.
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Asparagus supplies are showing

consistent improvement on both coasts, with
Mexico currently producing Jumbo sizes in
addition to all other grades. Anticipate a
downward adjustment in the market over the
forthcoming weeks.

Avocados Alert
Ry,

The markets continue to exhibit

stability at elevated levels for \5}
48ct and larger sizes, whereas

60ct and 70ct are beginning to experience
some alleviation. The size structure exhibits
consistency, with a notable peak in the 60ct
and smaller categories, while the 48ct and
larger sizes command higher prices. California
has initiated its season with a cautious ap-
proach, largely influenced by the limited avail-
ability of fruit from Mexico and the pursuit of
elevated pricing strategies. The California sea-
son is anticipated to intensify in late February
or early March.

BellFeppers - Color

This week, West Mexico is experi-
encing a slight decrease in prod-
uct availability; however, the vol-
umes remain satisfactory, particularly for red
varieties. Yellows and oranges exhibit a slight-
ly tighter fit; however, they remain consist-
ently available. Central Mexico is currently
experiencing a period of reduced production

L

activity, as numerous growers have conclud-
ed their Fall crop cycles. In approximately
three to four weeks, we anticipate the initia-
tion of several new housing projects, which is
expected to enhance overall volume signifi-
cantly. Currently,
scheduled to commence in early to
mid-March.

BellFeppers: - Green

Following the recent harvests, the availability
of bell peppers in Florida has diminished
somewhat this week. However, the supply
remains moderate for retail sizes and grades,
while it is robust for off-grades and smaller
sizes. A significant portion of the current har-

Canadian production is

vests is derived from older fields, which has
raised several quality concerns. New fields are
set to commence within the next 5-7 days,
which will contribute to enhancing the overall
quality. In the upcoming weeks, we anticipate
a reduction in volumes as both acreage and
yields decrease, continuing until the Spring
crops commence in March.At this juncture,
Mexico is advancing towards its pinnacle of
production, exhibiting robust volumes. All siz-
ing options are accessible, and the quality has
been commendable, featuring vibrant colors
and firm fruit. Unless growers begin to reduce
their output in response to the current de-
pressed markets, we anticipate that the ro-
bust supply will persist over the forthcoming
weeks.
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Broccoli

The availability of supplies is satis-

factory, although there has been a
noticeable deceleration in demand. The ex-
pectation is for prices to maintain stability, as
supplies are being transported from Yuma
and Mexico.

Broccolini

Supply is experiencing enhance- °

ment alongside consistent de-

mand and high quality. Enhanced supplies are
anticipated in the forthcoming week, accom-
panied by market pricing data from Yuma.

BrusselSjorouts

The shift in domestic production to

Oxnard, coupled with enhanced vyields in
Northern Mexico, has contributed to a nota-
ble increase in volume within this category.
The quality continues to be maintained at a
high standard; however, there have been ob-
servations of some elongated stems and cores
in the Mexican product. Given the consistent
and reliable availability of supplies, this pre-
sents an excellent opportunity to advocate for
both VA and 25Ib bulk pack items.

Cabbag&

The market is demonstrating 2= ==

positive trends, characterized by
enhanced vyields and quality originating from
Oxnard and Yuma. Furthermore, a consistent
supply is anticipated in the forthcoming
weeks.

Carrols ,
S
The harvesting process is current- P
ly underway in the Bakersfield re-

gion and is expected to persist until February,
subsequently transitioning to the Imperial
Valley growing area, where the prospects ap-
pear favorable. Furthermore, the production
at Grimmway’s Lake Park, GA is scheduled to

increase in the upcoming weeks.

Canliflowser

With the onset of warmer weather, ‘ﬂ»‘b!l
there is a noticeable improvement

in supplies, while the market continues to
maintain a steady state across all regions. An-
ticipate that stable conditions will persist into
the following week.

Y P
The current market exhibits stabil- 0/"///“';
ity, characterized by moderate sup-

ply levels from the Santa Maria/Oxnard region
that adequately satisfy demand. The produc-
tion of Yuma continues to be modest; howev-
er, there is an increased availability of larger
sizes in comparison to the production levels
observed last week. The overall quality of this
commodity is consistently high throughout
the industry.

Cilantro

The availability of supplies remains
consistent, characterized solely by high quali-
ty. The demand has seen a notable rise, while
supplies are currently being dispatched from
Oxnard and Yuma. The anticipated supply
constraints over the forthcoming weeks are
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likely to result in heightened market pricing.

Cucumber

Honduras persists in supplying&

cucumbers to Eastern markets.

Their volumes are substantial; however, the
sluggish pace of movement is leading to in-
ventory accumulation, which raises certain
concerns regarding quality and condition. We
anticipate that Florida will resume operations
with Spring crops during the initial half of
March. Mexico consistently supplies moder-
ate to good volumes of cucumbers, with pro-
duction originating from various regions, in-
cluding Sinaloa, Central Mexico, and a few
remaining areas in Baja. The overall quality
has been satisfactory. The supply is anticipat-
ed to maintain a steady state in the near
term.

g%emﬁcans'

Due to delayed harvests and re- \

duced vyields attributed to cooler

weather conditions, the supply of green beans
in Florida has been relatively limited. We an-
ticipate observing a degree of enhancement
in the forthcoming week, given that elevated
temperatures have reemerged in the cultiva-
tion regions. In the western regions, the agri-
cultural outputs of Sinaloa and central Mexico
have been characterized by a subdued state.
Anticipated improvements in volumes are
projected in the forthcoming days as agricul-
tural yields recover from the recent cold spell.
The quality has been satisfactory.

Eggplant

As Florida navigates its least pro- 3
ductive period of the season, the supply of
eggplant remains limited, and the quality is
deemed acceptable. We do not anticipate any
substantial alterations until the period be-
tween mid-March and April, coinciding with
the commencement of spring crop cultivation.
The volumes of eggplant in Mexico are cur-
rently characterized as low to moderate, a
situation that has arisen following the recent
cooler weather conditions. The overall quality
has been somewhat lacking among the major-
ity; however, there are instances of com-
mendable products available. Anticipate an
enhancement in supply within the forthcom-
ing 7 to 10 days.

g'ar&‘a =

The quality of garlic is notably high, -
and it is anticipated that supplies will
continue to be robust in the forthcoming
weeks.

gveenOmbn? _
The availability and quality of; i o

green onions continue to be exceptional, with
market conditions anticipated to remain sta-
ble as we approach the upcoming week.

Kale

Kale The availability of processed §
kale in Yuma is currently con- *

strained, attributed to a deceleration in
growth rates and quality challenges arising
from  recent cooler climatic condi-

tions. Nevertheless, it is anticipated that sup-
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plies will experience an enhancement in the
forthcoming week as the influence of warmer

weather becomes apparent.
= B

with reduced availability; however, it is in-
creasingly demonstrating heightened activity.
It is anticipated that production levels will re-
main moderate over the course of the week,
bolstered by favorable weather conditions
that are likely to enhance supply in the follow-

L;{{uw——l‘ceéerg

The market commenced the week

ing week. The anticipated weight range is be-
tween 39 and 44 pounds. Although there are
occasional instances of misshapen heads and
minor discoloration of the outer leaves, the
overall quality continues to exceed average
standards across various shippers.

Lettnce—( eaf

This week, a consistent availability of
romaine and both green and red leaf
is anticipated from Yuma,
while supplies of butter lettuce are expected
to remain constrained. Upon arrival, some
instances of blistering and peeling have been
noted; however, the overall quality remains
commendably above average. Shippers are
reallocating acreage affected by damage,
while romaine heart production shows nota-
ble strength this week.

lettuce

Lettuce—Tender Leaf

Arugula is presently the most restricted ten-
der leaf item, as recent cooler temperatures
have hindered growth and affected quality,

resulting in diminished production.
Nonetheless, with the forecast in-

L
dicating warmer temperatures over

the weekend, it is projected that arugula sup-
plies will gradually enhance.

Mushrooms

Across the nation, there exists a com-
mendable abundance of both white
and brown varieties.

Owions

The demand continues to exhibit »
robustness, while the pricing struc-

ture is starting to stabilize. The quality of the
storage crop is exceptional, and there is an
ample supply of both Red and Yellow Onions.
Currently, the supplies of White Onion are
experiencing a decline.

MiniSiveel Feppers B -
The volumes of mini sweet pep- &

pers are currently being reported

at moderate to strong levels from the Sinaloa
region. The overall quality is satisfactory;
however, there are some inconsistencies in
sizing and color, which can be attributed to
the previous cooler weather conditions.

F dles -
ot S
Following the cooler weather ex- e

perienced this week, it is anticipat-

ed that the crops in Plant City will conclude
their growing season, resulting in only South
Florida remaining active in the chili pepper
market. Producers in the area are experienc-
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ing light to moderate With Plant City no long-
er a significant contributor, aside from a lim-
ited supply of jalapenos, southern Florida
emerges as the sole region in the East produc-
ing chili peppers. The supply of Cubanelles is
limited, yet there is a steady and generally
reliable availability of the other varieties. Alt-
hough the majority of the harvests originate
from established fields, there have been no
significant quality concerns reported. In the
region spanning Sinaloa in central Mexico and
Sonora, there exists a notable presence of
moderate to good volumes across the majori-
ty of chili pepper varieties. Anaheims and
poblanos stand out as exceptions, as their vol-
umes are comparatively lighter. The overall
quality of the majority of items has been satis-
factory; however, there have been certain
challenges regarding tomatillos, attributed to
fluctuations in temperature.

Folatoes <o

This week, the market exhibits a
consistent performance, characterized by sta-
ble pricing throughout various sectors. Dis-
tributors are currently pursuing DLVD pricing
instead of FOB pricing. The stabilization of
freight prices is becoming evident as road
conditions show signs of improvement.

' o
New agricultural areas have be-

come operational in Florida, lead-

ing to a restoration of zucchini quantities to
more moderate levels. Yellow squash is cur-
rently lagging, trailing the zucchini by a period
of 7 to 10 days. The zucchini sourced from

ash-Ufellow& Zncchini \
S 9 w ni %

fresh fields is praiseworthy; conversely, the
yellow squash originating from older regions
presents certain challenges. Look for more
substantial fruit once the new yellow fields
are in operation. In the western regions of
Mexico, there is a notable presence of zucchi-
ni, alongside varying amounts of vyellow
squash, ranging from low to moderate quanti-
ties. The incorporation of novel domains and
increased thermal conditions has significantly
improved both the volume and caliber. The
anticipated production of yellow squash is
projected to rise within a timeframe of ap-
proximately 10 to 14 days.

HardSquash

This week, there are restricted 7 '
amounts of Honduran butternut and A
spaghetti squash available in the East, while
acorn squash is notably missing. Mexico offers

a significant supply of all three varieties of
hard squash. Although we do not anticipate
major deficiencies, there may be a slight dis-
ruption in butternut production in the upcom-
ing weeks. Overall, the quality has been
deemed satisfactory across various catego-
ries; nonetheless, we have noted instances of
shriveling in the aged product.
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e Fixed pricing programs
e Various price points focused on shopper demographics
e Customization capabilities

Dallas/Fort Worth Houston

4629 Diplomacy Rd 9221 Park South View

Fort Worth, TX 76155 Houston, TX 77051
Tel. 817-608-0010 Tel. 713-688-0278

Sacramento Scranton Tampa

4050 Pell Circle 301 Genet Street 8150 Eagle Palm Drive
Sacramento, CA 95838 Scranton, PA 18505 Riverview, FL 33578
Tel. 916-921-6302 Tel. 570-342-3121 Tel. 813-671-8200
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