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For over 40 years, DiMare Fresh has been the largest

independent (Yaw(serviw distributor in Texas.
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East Coast

Roma volumes have finally stabilized to more typical levels for this time of year,

following a period of limited production due to hurricane impacts in the past few months.
The production of growers in the Ruskin/Palmetto area and south Florida is being actively
increased. Over the next 7-10 days, we anticipate that the northern Romas will begin to
wound down. The size range is extensive, with a preponderance of jumbo-to-large sizes, as
well as crown and later selections. Although there were some quality issues related to fog
and rain last week, conditions have since improved, and the overall quality is now quite
pleasant. Nevertheless, a period of mild weather could temporarily impede harvests and de-
crease the supply in the short term. In Florida, the production of round tomatoes is relative-
ly consistent and is approaching normal levels. cultivators have initiated production, and ad-
ditional cultivators are expected to follow in the upcoming week. Consequently, we should
observe a general increase in availability. Nevertheless, the weather is a determining factor,
as production will be impeded if the temperature drops. Grape tomatoes are accessible in
Florida. Supply should remain sufficient to satisfy demand, despite the potential for produc-
tion to decrease over the next week or so as a result of the cold weather. Although there
were some quality concerns last week as a result of the weather and fog, this week's har-
vests have effectively resolved the issue.

Mexico
This season, the Roma tomato crops in Sinaloa are commencing at a slower pace
than usual, despite the fact that some farmers are producing moderate quanti-
ties. It is anticipated that supplies will continue to increase over the next 7-10
days and will continue to accumulate through January. Additionally, the seasons in Baja and
Eastern Mexico are concluding, resulting in diminished supplies. The quality of the fruit pro-
duced in these regions is inconsistent, with recent fields producing higher-quality fruit than
older growing areas. Sinaloa has been somewhat sluggish in establishing itself as a result of
the mild weather, while Central Mexico and Baja are concluding the season with limited vol-
umes. Consequently, round tomato numbers remain relatively low. As January progresses
and additional commodities are harvested, it is anticipated that volumes will increase. The
quality of new crop produce is said to be satisfactory, but there are some reservations re-
garding items from older fields or growing areas. The production of grape tomatoes in Culia-
can has commenced, and the volume is expected to increase in the coming weeks. Addition-
ally, light concentrations are accessible in Baja and Central Mexico. The supply of Tomato on
the Vine is relatively low, as is customary during this season, when daylight hours and light
levels are at their lowest. It is anticipated that the supply will progressively im-
prove, reaching more robust levels by mid-February.
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Anfticipations indicate that the 1&1
supply of apples from Washing-

ton will experience an uptick this month, as
packing facilities resume their standard oper-
ating schedules following the conclusion of
the holiday season. The markets are expected
to maintain stability, exhibiting robust availa-
bility across all varieties, with the exception of
Honeycrisp. The volumes of Honeycrisp ap-
ples are markedly reduced compared to the

previous year, and retail bag initiatives have
driven prices up to levels not seen in the past.

Bananas

The market remains stable, char- &
acterized by robust supply and 4
high-quality offerings. The current

status of supply chains indicates a seamless
operation, with no anticipated disruptions

reports of some delays in transfer to the West

projected for the upcoming week.

Berries—Blackberries

Blackberries continue to be readily
available from Central Mexico and
Baja; however, there have been

Coast. Shippers anticipate a significant in-
crease in production leading up to the conclu-
sion of January.

Berries—Blucberries

The volume of Peruvian fruit is ex-

periencing a decline, whereas the arrival of
Chilean fruit at the ports is just commencing,
thereby contributing to the mitigation of the
existing gap. The production levels in Central
Mexico are currently stable to somewhat min-
imal. The availability is anticipated to maintain
a steady state during the month of January.
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Berrics—Raspberries
Mexico and Baja persist in cross-
ing into the U.S. at moderate to
steady levels.

Berries—Srawberrics

Florida is currently undergoing a

cold snap, with nighttime tem-

peratures plummeting to as low as 32 de-
grees. This significant drop in temperature is
hindering berry growth and consequently re-
stricting availability in the region. The height-
ened demand has resulted in a reallocation of
supply from Texas and California. Regions ex-
periencing significant growth encompass Flor-
ida, Central Mexico, Oxnard, CA, and Baja,
MX. As the academic year commences, there
has been an increase in demand. Although
market conditions are showing slight improve-
ment, a greater volume of activity is anticipat-
ed as we approach the weekend.

Citrus- -Grapegruit o
Star Rubies are currently accessi- -’

ble, with a notable concentration in sizes of
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56 carats and smaller, and are being distribut-
ed from Riverside and the San Joaquin Valley.

Citrus - emons Ky
The markets exhibit stability across ’
all sectors. District 3 (CA Desert/

AZ) is demonstrating strong performance and
is expected to maintain this
through February. District 1 (San Joaquin Val-
ley) has initiated operations with relatively
lower volumes; however, an increase is antici-
pated in the forthcoming weeks.

trajectory

Cirus—Limes

4%
The escalation of prices is observed ")
as agricultural products approach
the conclusion of their growth cycle. The fruit
is presently reaching its peak in the 110/150
count sizes; however, as we transition into
the new crop cycle in February, a shift toward
smaller sizes is anticipated. Offshore fruit is
additionally accessible, which will aid in en-
hancing the overall supply.

&Trus——Orange&

Aoy
Navels are exhibiting strong per- r }‘
formance, with optimal sizes ob-
served in the 138ct, 113ct, and 88ct catego-
ries. Although the availability of 138ct sup-
plies is presently limited, it is anticipated that
stabilization will occur in the near future. As
the season advances, it is anticipated that
peak sizing will transition towards the 113ct
and 88ct dimensions. Sizes 72ct and larger are
expected to continue experiencing tightness
in the near future. The duration of gas times

is approximately 24 hours, if they occur at all,
while Brix levels are situated within the 12-13
range, indicating a robust year for the food-
service sector. The cultivation of domestic
mandarins has commenced as well.

Grapes Alert

The supply of imported .

green grapes continues toﬁ*
be limited, with a greater

volume reaching the East Coast compared to

the West. However, this influx is insufficient
to alleviate the current market conditions. It
is anticipated that the supply situation will
enhance towards the end of next week; how-
ever, price levels are projected to remain sta-
ble. The season for domestic red seedless
grapes in California is approaching its conclu-
sion, with shippers expected to complete
their operations within the next 7 to 10 days.
Imported reds are currently arriving in vol-
umes that are lighter than anticipated; how-
ever, an improvement is expected by mid-
January, with sufficient supplies projected for
February.

Melons- - Cantaloupe Alert

The supply of offshore melons con-
tinues to be constrained, attributed w
to diminished yields in Guatemala,

logistical delays at ports, and the impact of
Tropical Storm Sara. The quality of the prod-
uct may be adversely affected by extended
transit durations. Triggered pricing is set to
persist throughout the week of February 3,
2025 (Week 6). The availability of cantaloupes
from Honduras, Costa Rica, and Mexico in
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Nogales is restricted.

Welons: - Honeydeu Alert

The prices of honeydew con- _4

tinue to be high as a result of (@;&
constrained supplies. Tropical :
Storm Sara, occurring in November, had sig-

i
¥
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nificant repercussions on agricultural fields
and infrastructure, leading to a decline in
shipment vyields. It is expected that supple-
mentary offshore honeydew supplies will be
available by the conclusion of the month;
however, they have not yet been dispatched.
In response to the existing shortage, suppli-
ers are providing seedless watermelons as an
alternative option. The volume of Mexican
honeydew is notably restricted, with produc-
tion predominantly concentrated on larger
sizes.

Welons - Watermelon

The availability of watermelon is

steadily rising, leading to a more

lenient market condition on the West Coast.
The demand following the holiday period
continues to be subdued.

Fears )

The volume of Bartlett pears is ex-

pected to decrease this month, which

will create upward pressure on the Anjou
market and result in a gradual increase in
prices. The upcoming year is expected to pre-
sent challenges for pear availability, given
that the crop yield in Washington has notably
decreased compared to the previous year's

figures. The market demonstrates resilience
and is anticipated to sustain this stability for
the duration of the year. Although Bartletts
currently offer a superior value compared to
Anjou, this situation is anticipated to persist
only until the conclusion of January, at which
point Bartletts are projected to conclude
their season.

Fineapple

Suppliers are in the process of finaliz-
ing new contracts for 2025; however,
a persistent industry-wide shortage
of pineapples continues to be a significant
concern. This trend is anticipated to persist
as a result of adverse weather patterns in

tropical regions and diminished yields when
compared year-over-year. The current mar-
ket availability is constrained, compounded
by the looming possibility of a port strike that
could adversely affect supply chains. Suppli-
ers are sustaining six-week averages, empha-
sizing the importance of contracted business.
Although the availability of larger fruit re-
mains limited, Mexican pineapples are in-
creasingly accessible, exhibiting enhanced
quality as suppliers make preparations for
contracts in 2025.

Stone Fruit

Imported peaches and nectarines
have begun to arrive on both
coasts, featuring limited supply predominant-
ly comprising medium-sized quantities. Do-
mestic Asian pears are practically depleted,
with just a limited quantity of smaller sizes
surviving.
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Mexican asparagus volumes re-

main low due to cold temperatures, though
warmer conditions are expected by the end
of this week. Production in Caborca is antici-
pated to improve the week of January 27th.
Meanwhile, Peruvian volumes continue to
decline, driven by quality concerns linked to
warmer temperatures.

Avocados Alert

The current state of markets is g,
characterized by elevated levels \}
across all sizes. The absence of

harvest over the previous fortnight, attribut-
ed to the holiday period, has notably influ-
enced the availability of supply. The product
is experiencing significant demand, leading to
allocations being implemented throughout
the industry. Although Mexico has recom-
menced its regular harvesting activities this
week, it is anticipated that the supply pipeline
will require an additional week or so to
achieve stabilization.

BellFeppers - Color

The emergence of new crops in
West Mexico has been gradual,
while the majority of households

L

in Central Mexico are approaching the con-
cluding phases of the season. This situation
has resulted in a limited supply of red, yellow,
and orange bell peppers. Next week is ex-

pected to bring warmer weather, which is
likely to contribute to an increase in new crop
volume. Currently, the availability of reds is at
its peak, with yellows following closely be-
hind; however, the supply of oranges remains
quite restricted. In general, the quality is sat-
isfactory; however, we have observed some
greening attributed to the cooler tempera-
tures.

BellFeppers - Green

This week, the supply of bell peppers

in South Florida is characterized by
moderate levels, with a full range of

sizes and grades accessible. The quality has
been assessed as average, attributed to the
recent occurrences of fog and rain which
have led to some instances of stem decay.
Nonetheless, it appears that the situation is
improving as we progress beyond the recent
weather events. Despite a temporary slow-
down in production due to a brief period of
cooler weather, we expect a consistent sup-
ply in the upcoming weeks. Mexico is current-
ly operating at full production capacity, offer-
ing moderate to good daily volumes. The
quality remains robust, and there are favora-
ble sizing options available.

Broccoli

This week, the supply of broccoli re-
mains robust, as teams effectively handle mi-
nor fluctuations in green coloration and ex-

hibit minimal mechanical damage. It is antici-
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pated that the availability of supplies will per-
sist into the following week as well.

Broccolini

The enhancement of supply is evi- °

dent, characterized by a reduction

in demand alongside an increase in quality.
Enhanced supplies are anticipated in the up-
coming week, accompanied by market pricing
adjustments.

BrusselSjorouts

continues to be robust, bolstered

by ample supplies. The expecta-

tion is that quality will maintain its consisten-
cy and continue to be elevated as we ap-
proach the weekend.

Caébag&

Oxnard and Yuma have demon- &= =

strated enhancements in sup-

ply, quality, and yield, although Yuma has en-
countered a delay. It is anticipated that supply
will maintain a steady state over the forth-
coming weeks.

N
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Carrols
— sy, r\\

The harvesting process is current- .4
ly ongoing in the Bakersfield re-
gion for the Fall season, which is expected to
continue until February. In light of the 60 days
of temperatures exceeding 100 degrees this
past summer, growers are preparing for a po-
tentially constrained Fall season. Allocations
could potentially be executed in the future,
given that the sizing is anticipated to be rela-
tively modest.

Canliflower

Current supplies of cauliflower are &‘3’
robust from Santa Maria, Mexico,

and Yuma, with market conditions anticipated
to remain stable into the following week. Sup-
pliers are observing a reliable consistency in
sizing and color, accompanied by an excep-
tional level of overall quality.

The exhibits  stability Q//

among the majority of suppliers,

market

with larger sizes demonstrating the least
availability. Nonetheless, every order is being
completed in its entirety. The production lev-
els in Yuma are experiencing a consistent up-
ward trajectory on a daily basis. The value-
added items continue to experience an up-
ward trend, and the overall quality remains
robust, with only a few minor reports of seed-
er issues.

Cilantro
The supplies are within the allocat-

ed budget and maintain a high standard of
quality. The demand has seen a notable in-

crease, while supplies are being dispatched
from Oxnard and Yuma. The anticipated sup-
ply constraints over the forthcoming weeks
are likely to result in heightened market pric-

ing.

Cucumber

The supply of cucumbers from&

Nogales is currently moderate,
characterized by satisfactory availability and
quality. In Florida, there is a scarcity of sup-
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plies attributed to an impending period of
cold weather that is expected to hinder pro-
duction activities. A limited quantity of off-
shore fruit is being received from Honduras;
however, the quality varies significantly. It is
anticipated that markets will experience a
moderate increase in the coming weeks.

&’lg&'sh Cucumbers
This week, there is a sufficient \

supply of hothouse cucumbers,
predominantly sourced from the West Mexico
region. The current state of Canada's Winter
production is experiencing a period of stagna-
tion, which is likely to redirect some of the
demand from the northern regions towards
Mexico. This shift may result in a slight tight-
ening of supply in the upcoming weeks.

i =2

The supply from both Florida

and Nogales is robust, with the

quality consistently remaining high. Anticipate
stable market conditions in the upcoming
weeks, accompanied by a notable volume of
promotional opportunities.

g’ar&'o i
The quality of garlic is deemed to be s
exceptional, and it is anticipated that

supplies will continue to be strong in the
forthcoming weeks.

Green Onions: 5>
This week, the supply of green

onions is robust, exhibiting overall good quali-
ty. Nevertheless, the presence of strong winds

in Mexico could potentially lead to a reduction
in the duration of harvest periods. The market
is anticipated to maintain a largely stable con-
dition as we approach the weekend.

Kale

The availability of kale is anticipat- # 25
ed to be plentiful this week, with high quallty
expected to persist into the following week.

e
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propelled by favorable weather conditions in

Lc((uw——.ﬁeéerg

Robust supplies of this commodity
are anticipated for the week ahead,

the Yuma region, which have significantly en-
hanced production levels. Shippers exhibit a
high level of competitiveness, presenting ap-
pealing offers for bulk orders. The expected
quality is projected to exceed the average,
with weights varying between 39 and 44
pounds.

Romaine, green leaf, and red leaf let- V
tuce are projected to maintain robust ”
supplies throughout the week, whereas but-
ter lettuce is anticipated to experience con-
straints. The production of romaine hearts is
anticipated to be strong. There have been re-
ports of slight fringe and tip burn on leaf
items; however, these occurrences are mini-
mal.

Lettuce—Tender L eaf

This week, there is an abundant
supply of tender leaf items, all of which are of
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exceptional quality. The market and supplies
are anticipated to maintain stability as we
move into the upcoming week.

Mushrooms-

The availability of products is showing

signs of enhancement as the demand associ-
ated with the holiday season starts to dimin-
ish.

Onions \
B
period is robust, accompanied by

high-quality storage crops. The overall supply
of red and yellow onions is satisfactory; how-

The demand following the holiday

ever, there is a notable limitation in the avail-
ability of medium-sized red onions in Wash-
ington, Idaho, and Oregon. The market is
presently experiencing a peak in jumbo red
and yellow onions.

Folaloes

The potato market has exhibited
stability following the holiday pe-

/“ »

N

riod, with prices maintaining consistency
throughout the festive season. Nonetheless, it
is anticipated that prices will stabilize for the
duration of the season. The availability of
trucks is likely to remain a significant chal-
lenge as a result of the severe storms impact-
ing logistics operations. February is designat-
ed as the month to celebrate the appreciation
of Idaho potatoes.
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The overall supply from Florida

and Nogales remains robust; however, a con-
siderable quantity of older products continues
to be sourced from the northern growing re-
gion of Sonora. Recent agricultural develop-
ments in Sinaloa have emerged, presenting
enhanced quality in crop production. Upon
the completion of the older crops, it is antici-
pated that the supply will experience a con-
traction. Furthermore, the occurrence of cold
weather in Florida is anticipated to impede
production, resulting in elevated prices.
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e Fixed pricing programs
e Various price points focused on shopper demographics
e Customization capabilities

Dallas/Fort Worth Houston
4629 Diplomacy Rd 9221 Park South View
Fort Worth, TX 76155 Houston, TX 77051

Tel. 817-608-0010 Tel. 713-688-0278

Sacramento Scranton Tampa

4050 Pell Circle 301 Genet Street 8150 Eagle Palm Drive
Sacramento, CA 95838 Scranton, PA 18505 Riverview, FL 33578
Tel. 916-921-6302 Tel. 570-342-3121 Tel. 813-671-8200
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