
 

Fresh News 
Market  Alert                                             
 Bell Peppers 
 Lettuce (Various) 
 Squash—Yellow 
 Tomatoes 
 Watermelon 

March 16, 2024 

Weather Alerts 

National Reefer Rate per Mile  (Last Week per DAT)                            Trend 

$2.36 
$2.68 

$2.40 

$2.13 

$2.15 

DiMare Fresh Inc   www.dimarefresh.com    1 

 



 

Apples 
There is an ample availability of 

most apple kinds. Gala is the sole exception. 

During the autumn season, shippers actively 

marketed and successfully sold the current 

year's harvest, which reached nearly unprece-

dented levels. Thanks to our diligent efforts, 

the availability of spring supplies has been be-

low average, and there will be a limited supply 

until the new crop arrives.  

 Berries—Blackberries                 
Prices are stable due to consistent 

production and the delivery of high-quality 

goods from Mexico.  

Tomatoes                                                                                                                     Alert 
Florida 
Roma's harvest has been relatively meager this week. The sizing has shifted to in-
clude a range of jumbo and XL fruit, and the quality has been satisfactory. Certain 
complications arising from the rainfall last week have resulted in decreased pack-
outs for the current week. Production is expected to continue at its current levels. 
The round tomatoes exhibit a comparable amount and quality to that of the previous week. The 
grape tomatoes this week have experienced a decrease in weight mostly as a result of reduced 
yields caused by the effects of rain.  
 
Mexico 
Romas' volume has decreased this week as growers conclude their work on early acreage and 
shift towards Spring crops. We are beginning to observe crop quality concerns arising from the 
rain and strong winds experienced last week, resulting in skin damage and scarring. We should 
expect to see progress as the cultivation of new crops intensifies. The round tomatoes, both 
vine-ripe and mature green, are showing signs of improvement.  The supply of grape tomatoes 
from Sinaloa has remained consistent, although the overall quality has been satisfactory at 
best. 
 

Bananas 

The vessels had a delay during the previous week, resulting in a slight delay in 

the ripening process of the fruit. Bananas have been pre-conditioned, however 

they are slightly lacking in color. The volumes exhibit considerable strength in 

comparison to the previous week and are anticipated to fully recover in the 

upcoming week.  

Fruits 
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Berries—Blueberries 
Prices The prices are consistent 

and offer excellent quality. The volume from 

Oxnard has been affected by the cool and 

rainy weather, whilst the volume from Mexico 

has been stable and Chile's production is on 

the rise.  

Berries—Raspberries                                

There is an anticipated rise in the 

quantity of fruits being transported from Baja 

and Central Mexico in the coming weeks. 

Mexico figures are starting to gain momen-

tum. By the conclusion of March and pro-

gressing into April, a greater quantity of fruit 

will be accessible for relocation from McAllen, 

TX.  

Berries—Strawberries                     
The Mexican season in McAllen, TX 

is either coming to a close or has concluded. 

During the upcoming weeks, there will contin-

ue to be a limited supply of late season fruit. 

With the arrival of spring, the fresh crop in 

Santa Maria and Oxnard is showing promising 

growth, resulting in an increase in yields. Last 

week, Florida's production surpassed fore-

casts, inundating the market with quantities 

that were higher than initially predicted. The 

temperatures in Dover, FL will indeed start to 

climb into the 90s within the next 2 to 3 

weeks, indicating the conclusion of the cur-

rent season.  

Citrus  -Lemons 
The production is robust through-

out all sizes, with a somewhat lower propor-

tion of choice compared to fancy. We will see 

a rise in volumes in the upcoming weeks.  

Citrus—Limes                                    
Prices are increasing as a result of 

reduced supplies caused by the sea-

sonal decline in Mexico. Adverse 

climatic conditions such as cold temperatures 

and continuous rainfall have the effect of min-

imizing the occurrence of bloom drop and lim-

iting the availability of resources. The limes 

available are primarily in 110- and 150-count, 

and they boast excellent quality with minimal 

scarring and rotting. In the upcoming one to 

two weeks, it is anticipated that markets 

would experience an increase. Stocks are be-

ing transported via maritime vessels to do-

mestic ports in New Jersey and Florida. The 

quality is good; there is a slight stylar and oil 

staining due to previous rainfall, which has 

impacted the grade. Markets similar to Mexi-

co; prices marginally lower than Mexico FOB.  

Citrus—Oranges                              
The current peak size for fruit is 

72ct and greater. Sizes 88/113/138ct are 

quite scarce and will continue to be so during 

the navel season. The size of the fruit will con-

tinue to grow as the season goes, thanks to 

the combination of low fruit set and rainfall. 

As we traverse this abbreviated Navel season, 

kindly exhibit adaptability about size and 

grade. Timely submission of orders is crucial; 

kindly ensure that they are sent with a lead 

time of 5-7 days. The brix levels fall within the 

range of 12-14, indicating a commendable 

quality. Currently, there is no presence of gas-

sing.  
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Grapes     

Supplies of imported 

grapes continue to be extremely limited. The 

irregular arrival of vessels is hindering the 

seamless flow of inbound goods and impeding 

market activity. Although there may be occa-

sional instances of sufficient supplies, the ab-

sence of a steady flow and the predetermined 

program volume will maintain the market 

price at a high level. It is anticipated that this 

trend will persist until the commencement of 

the Mexican grape agreement in mid-May. 

Supplies of imported grapes continue to be 

extremely limited. The lack of consistency in 

vessel arrivals is hindering the seamless flow 

of arriving goods and impeding market activi-

ty. Although there may be occasional periods 

of sufficient supplies, the scarcity of resources 

and the predetermined volume of the pro-

gram will ensure that the market price re-

mains elevated. It is anticipated that this 

trend will persist until the commencement of 

the Mexican grape agreement in mid-May.  

Melons  - Cantaloupe 
The market is experiencing a surge 

in activity and there is a noticeable 

uptick in demand. The tightness of commodi-

ties is a result of vessel delays, holidays, and 

more retail promotions affecting the loading 

timetable. There will be a rise during the 

week of 3/25. The fruit quality is robust and 

shows minimal scarring, with a quality range 

of 12-14%. The plants have been securely 

planted in the soil in Yuma, and the diligent 

growers are eagerly anticipating their blos-

soming. There are distinct peaks occurring at 

the intervals of 9 seconds and 12 seconds.  

Melons  - Honeydew 
Guatemalan production persists 

with commendable quality, predominantly 

consisting of sizes 5 and greater, accompa-

nied by satisfactory brix levels. However, a 

decline in Mexican output is resulting in a 

scarcity on the west coast and subsequent 

increases in prices.  

Melons  - Watermelon                     Alert 
Primarily offshore merchandise origi-

nating from the eastern seaboard. 

We have a solid 3 weeks of product 

development ahead of us, with approximately 

5 weeks remaining until the start of the Do-

mestic season. The commencement of the 

domestic season is expected to take place in 

mid-April. Cartons and containers are signifi-

cantly impacted. There exists a highly con-

strained market where the demand surpasses 

the supply, and it is anticipated that the do-

mestic season will commence only towards 

the conclusion of March. Most products are 

being transported in cartons, and there is a 

limited availability of bin supply. The color is 

lighter and the sugar content is lower com-

pared to the peak season.  

Pears 
Storage The Bartletts have concluded 

their season. The Anjou market has had a rap-

id increase and is expected to maintain its 

tightness until the arrival of new crop Bart-

letts in California, which is anticipated to oc-

cur around mid-July. There is expected to be a 

scarcity of 110s and smaller. There is a con-

sistent supply of Small Bosc pears.  
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Vegetables 

Asparagus 
Thanks to optimal growth cir-

cumstances, the volume of Caborca aspara-

gus is favorable this week. Assuming no unfa-

vorable weather conditions arise, the supplies 

should stay sufficient.  

Avocados 
Given that higher elevation 

growers currently possess the majority of 

fruit, they are strategically delaying the har-

vesting and crossings in order to maximize 

pricing. Thanks to the substantial dry matter 

content, ripening periods are brief.  

Bell Peppers                                    Alert                 
Mexico's supply have recovered, alt-

hough Florida's volume remains con-

sistent; green bell peppers may occa-

sionally have bruising and scarring is-

sues, resulting in somewhat lower pric-

es anticipated. There is a limited availa-

bility of red and yellow bell peppers, particu-

larly gold and orange kinds, with a modest 

rise in market projections.  

Broccoli 
The supply remains stable and the 

demand is strong, with sources of supply orig-

inating from Yuma, Santa Maria, Mexico, and 

a portion from Salinas. Indications of brown 

beads are evident. Anticipate a consistent 

supply and stable market pricing in the up-

coming weeks.  

Brussel Sprouts 
The Brussels sprouts available this 

week are of excellent quality. We anticipate 

that this market will maintain its stability as 

we approach the weekend.  

Cabbage 
The market is anticipated to maintain 

stability in the forthcoming weeks as a result 

of consistent supplies and commendable 

Pineapple 
The supply adequately satisfies the 

demand, and the growers are success-

fully meeting their contractual obliga-

tions.  As a result of the holiday demand, the 

availability of 6ct crowned pineapples and 

7/8ct crownless pineapples has been impact-

ed. Pink pineapples are in great demand. Fol-

lowing the holiday, there will be an abun-

dance of supplementary resources.  

 Stonefruit 
Growers are successfully fulfilling 

their contractual responsibilities, en-

suring that the supply adequately matches 

the demand. Due to the Holiday draw, there 

has been an impact on the supply of 6ct 

crowned pineapples and 7/8ct crownless 

pineapples. Pink pineapples are in great de-

mand. Following the holiday, there will be an 

increased availability of more supplies.  



 

 quality originating from Oxnard and Yuma.  

Carrots 
The market for whole carrots is 

stable. The Imperial Valley has 

emerged as the primary region 

for expansion. The size appears to be good. 

There are no predicted problems.  
 

Cauliflower 
The availability of cauliflower has 

been stable throughout this week. 

The market is expected to maintain stability 

as we approach the weekend.  
 

Celery 
The supply remains stable with 

high quality and enhanced mar-

ket pricing from Santa Maria, Oxnard, Yuma, 

and Mexico.  

Cilantro 
The supplies and quality are com-

mendable, with enhanced market 

pricing from Oxnard and Yuma. Supplies are 

anticipated to maintain a consistent level.  
 

Cucumber 
There exists a scarcity of re-

sources in Mexico and a restricted 

quantity of Honduran imports into Florida, 

consequently leading to elevated pricing. Flor-

ida's domestic season has commenced in a 

restricted manner.  
 

Green Onions 
The weather conditions in 

Mexico have significantly im-

proved, leading to a notable rise in the availa-

bility of resources. Anticipate the market to 

maintain stability as the weekend draws near.  
 

Kale 
The supply is stable, with a favora-

ble level of demand and high qual-

ity. Anticipate a consistent supply of goods 

and stable market prices in the upcoming 

weeks.  
 

Lettuce—Arugula                             Alert 
Supplies are limited and demand is 

strong, however, the quality is only 

mediocre to subpar as a result of 

previous freezing conditions and recent rain-

fall. Improved provisions are anticipated with-

in the upcoming week.  
 

Lettuce—Iceberg                               Alert 
Supplies are insufficient to meet the 

demand. The repositioning of all 

value-added items is occurring in 

the second layer of price. In general, the qual-

ity is satisfactory, with weights varying be-

tween thirty-four and thirty-eight pounds. 

There have been reports of discolouration, 

brown butts, and deterioration upon arrival. A 

value-added product typically has a more lim-

ited shelf life compared to a normal prod-

uct. Huron production will commence in the 

final week of March.  
 

Lettuce—Leaf                                       Alert 
This week, there has been a notice-

able improvement in the availability 

of arugula and spinach. The weath-
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er is gradually improving as we approach the 

weekend. The quality is expected to enhance 

because to the favorable growing conditions. 
   

Lettuce—Romaine                              Alert 
The supplies are rather limited and 

of decent quality. However, the oc-

currence of early morning frost and 

cold temperatures is resulting in 

quality concerns such as fringe burn, blister-

ing, and premature epidermal peel. Growers 

encountered labor delays and cosmetic con-

cerns, resulting in limited supply and higher 

market prices over the next three weeks, so 

impacting the quality of packaged goods.  
 

Lettuce—Tender Leaf 
This week, the availability on spin-

ach has significantly increased. The 

weather is getting better as we approach the 

weekend. The quality is expected to enhance 

significantly because to the favorable growing 

conditions.  
 

Mushrooms 
The weather has enhanced the cali-

ber and availability of brown and white, sug-

gesting a consistent supply for the upcoming 

months. Now is an opportune moment to en-

gage in promotion.  

 

Onions                                                   
The summer contracts are currently 

being completed, since Northwest 

storages are decreasing and contracts are be-

ing escalated.  Onions from Mexico have al-

ready commenced entering, but onions from 

Texas initiated crossing on March 18th. Addi-

tionally, California and New Mexico anticipate 

the arrival of fresh onion crops in mid-April 

and June, respectively.  
 

Peppers Chili   
Prices remain constant with a discernible incli-

nation towards an increasing trend, as the 

majority of supplies originate from Florida 

and Mexico.  
 

Potatoes    
The industry exhibits a stable 

trend, characterized by commendable quality. 

Idaho boasts ample availability thanks to en-

hanced yields, making it an opportune mo-

ment to promote potatoes. Norkotahs and 

Burbanks are readily accessible, with Bur-

banks demanding a higher price. There is a 

tightening of colored potato supplies, particu-

larly those cultivated in Canada, while storag-

es of potatoes grown in Idaho will persist until 

June.  
 

Squash                            Alert 
The costs of zucchini squash has 

decrease. But the prices of yellow 

squash continue to remain high. 

Zucchini squash is presently the most advan-

tageous option in the category of soft squash, 

with anticipated increases in volumes from 

Florida and Mexico in the upcoming weeks.  



 

Flowers 

For 20+ years we have been packing arrangements for online and major brick and mortar 
retailers. We procure, pack and distribute as the total floral solution.  

DiMare Fresh Locations 

Dallas/Fort Worth 
4629 Diplomacy Rd 
Fort Worth, TX 76155 
Tel. 817-608-0010 

Houston 
9221 Park South View 
Houston, TX 77051 
Tel. 713-688-0278 

Sacramento 
4050 Pell Circle 
Sacramento, CA 95838 
Tel. 916-921-6302 

Scranton 
301 Genet Street 
Scranton, PA 18505 
Tel. 570-342-3121 

Tampa 
8150 Eagle Palm Drive 
Riverview, FL 33578 
Tel. 813-671-8200 
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Call us for your  Everyday  Flowers! 


